
 
Changes to Curriculum and Assessment – Stockport School’s Policy 2016-17 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
No doubt you will be aware that there is a lot of change taking place in education, including: 
 

 A new National Curriculum 

 New, more challenging GCSEs 

 An alternative way to measure the performance of schools 
 
Most of this is happening over the next few years and your son or daughter will experience some, if 
not most of these changes. 
 
The new National Curriculum has a greater focus on knowledge development, along with the 
opportunity to study the ‘big ideas’ of a subject in greater depth. Another key change is the removal 
of National Curriculum assessment levels in Key Stage 3, an assessment model which students and 
parents have become familiar with. 
 
Overall as a school, we are very happy with these developments because it provides opportunities to 
provide a more appropriate Key Stage 3 curriculum which builds the important foundations for Key 
Stage 4. We should no longer see KS3 and KS4 as separate courses, but rather as a continuum. The 
new National Curriculum also gives us the chance to develop better assessments which highlight 
specific strengths and areas for development within those ‘big ideas’, rather than a vague overall 
level which can sometimes lack focus. 
 
We will ensure a KS3 Curriculum and Assessment model which: 
 

 is focused on developing the key concepts, knowledge and skills needed for success in KS4; 

 is based on high expectations and challenge for all; 

 adopts a mastery approach to teaching and learning, and uses proven, effective teaching 
methods;  

 uses regular assessment and feedback which gives all students the chance to develop a 
secure understanding of the key ideas;  

 incorporates high quality end of topic assessments which help students develop the skills 
needed to tackle GCSE examination questions;  

 uses data from assessments which reliably identifies what students have/have not 
understood and informs future teaching and learning, including intervention needs.  

 
Life without National Curriculum Levels at Stockport School 2016-17 

 
The Department for Education (DfE) announced in 2014 that National Curriculum Levels (used to 
summarise the attainment of students at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 for the past 20 years) would be 
removed and not be replaced by any new national system. Instead schools are free to develop their 
own assessment systems which best suit the needs of their students. We recognise that there were 
some aspects of the legacy National Curriculum Levels which did work for Stockport School, and we 
are pleased to be able to take those positive aspects and use them to develop a better assessment 
policy which suits our children in our school. 
 
We have developed an assessment model which is based on the mastery approach and is explicitly 
linked to the 9-1 grade criteria of GCSEs. Subject Leaders and class teachers have written a 



description of the skills and criteria required to meet each of the 9-1 grades in three or four strands 
for their subject. Fundamentally, we will assess students on what they can do in each subject and 
what is their next step to make progress. Each student will have an ‘Aspire Grade’ (based on their 
prior attainment) in each subject. It is important that students’ Aspire grades are reflective of their 
ability in that subject, so at Stockport School we have a personalised set of targets across all subjects 
for each student. 
 
We will produce grade cards at each of our four assessment windows over the academic year which 
will be communicated with home. The grade cards are in two sections: 
 

 an academic section which describes the progress made by your child, reports on his or her 
attitude to learning, and shares a clear written target for your child to develop. It is 
important to share these targets with home so we can support each other to ultimately 
improve your child’s skills, knowledge and understanding in each subject area. 

 a pastoral section to share your child’s Accelerated Reader reading age and their 
attendance, behaviour and conduct. 

 
What are the new GCSEs like?  
 

 a new grading scale that uses the numbers 9 to 1 to identify levels of performance, with 9 
being the top grade;  

 structure where all assessment happens at the end of the course and content is not divided 
into modules;  

 exams as the default method of assessment, except where they cannot provide valid 
assessment of the skills required.  

 
From September 2015, new GCSEs have been taught in English language, English literature and 
mathematics. From September of this current academic year, the vast majority of other subjects 
have followed. 
 
This means that students in: 
 

 Current year 11 will receive GCSE grades 9-1 in English language, English literature and 
mathematics, and A*-G grades in all others. 

 Current year 10 will receive GCSE grades 9-1 in nearly all their subjects (as above, and then 
including biology, chemistry, physics, combined science, geography, history, modern 
languages, religious studies, art and design, drama, dance, music, physical education, 
computers science, citizenship studies, food and nutrition). 

 Current years 9, 8 and 7 will receive GCSE grades 9-1 in all their subjects  
 
How does the new 9 to 1 grading compare with the current A* to G grading? 
 
Please be aware that at all of these changes are a reflection of national policy from the Department 
of Education (DfE) and not a stand-alone decision by Stockport School. I should reiterate however, 
that Stockport School generally sees these changes as an opportunity to develop and enhance the 
education for its students. 
 
Should you have any queries or questions about any of these changes to curriculum and assessment, 
please contact Mr C. Beever, Assistant Headteacher, in the first instance. 
 
Yours sincerely  



 
Mr I. R. Irwin  
Headteacher 

 


