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We were very honoured to get a good luck message from the 
professional cast of School of Rock at the New London Theatre to 
set us up for success on our first night!

A dedicated team who did the lighting, sound, make-up, music, 
costumes, set, prompting and backstage and front-of-house support 
supported the talented and hard-working cast. A huge number 
of past and present students and staff worked together to make 
sure that they put on an enthusiastic, creative and inspirational 
performance. Mrs Stone and Mrs Didcote showed incredible 
dedication to make sure that everybody was ready and the audience 
could see the hours of work that had gone in from everyone. 

The students who took part were tired but proud of themselves by 
the end of the week, and had enjoyed working together to produce 
such an impressive performance. They had also got to know new 
friends from other classes and yeargroups, and felt part of a team 
that successfully managed to entertain their audience. We were 
very proud of everyone who took part and can’t wait to see the next 
production!

Mr Irwin: “I would also like to pass on my thanks to all involved…
the student performers and back-up support were simply amazing! I 
thought Corin in the lead role was just incredible…amazing show.”

A parent: “I always feel proud of my child’s part in the show, but I 
also feel proud of the whole school when I see these performances 
as the sense of teamwork and enthusiasm are so obvious and special 
to see.”

Stockport School has a reputation for putting on amazing productions, and the School of Rock team  
didn’t disappoint when they performed this show in October. The show is about a group of children who are 
inspired by their substitute teacher to perform music, develop their confidence and work as a team.  
The story was very close to real life in some ways! 

@Stockport_Sch
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Since the release of our last edition in 2017, the school has continued to 
develop at an incredible pace. There have been many activities involving 
staff, students, parents, governors and members of the local community for 
us to look back upon and celebrate. The Stock Press aims to do just that.  
I hope you enjoy reading about some of the amazing things that go on in 
Stockport School.

I am delighted to introduce the latest 

edition of the Stock Press

Our aim is to continue to improve the school and to 
achieve outstanding outcomes for all our students.  
I am delighted to inform you, in support of that aim,  
that we continue to achieve impressive success locally 
and nationally.

The November 2017 Department for Education (DfE) key performance 
progress and outcomes data now officially places Stockport School: 
•	 2nd	across	the	whole	of	Stockport
•	 21st	across	the	whole	of	Greater	Manchester	 
 (including grammar schools, etc.)
•	 4th	nationally	against	all	of	the	schools	who	had	the	same	estimated	 
 attainment 8 score (similar students). 

The school’s record Progress 8 score of +0.38 places Stockport 
School ‘Above Average’ and well within the top 10-15% of all schools 
nationally in terms of progress (this means that, on average, all of our 
students achieved 0.38 of a grade better in every subject that they 
studied than was expected of them by their starting point, according to 
the DfE).

In addition to the school’s headline progress results, I am delighted 
that we have also managed to considerably reduce the gap in terms 
of disadvantage and SEN, with both our Pupil Premium and SEN 
student cohorts achieving positive Progress 8 scores that are well 
above national outcomes and, particularly in the case of SEN, almost 
matching that of those students with no SEN!

For your information, I have included a summary breakdown of just 
how well Stockport School is performing

School Performance – Latest update

In summary, the school continues to thrive and 
develop at a pleasing pace. I hope you enjoy 
reading this edition of the Stock Press and 
learning more about some of the terrific things 
that go on in our amazing school.

Best wishes,

Mr I. R. Irwin
Headteacher

Performance Measures - 2017

Top 8% NationallyStockport School is ranked in the top 8% of schools nationally.
(FFT CVA, 2017)

Every Child Matters

Every student group made more progress at 

Stockport School than the national average.

(FFT, 2017)

SEN Performance

SEN Support and EHCP students’ grades are 

significantly higher than the national average.

(FFT, 2017)

4th in England
Stockport School is ranked in the top  four in England in terms of performance against all schools with students of the  same prior attainment.

(DfE, 2017)

High Performing SchoolStockport School are “now eligible  for membership of Leading Edge, the  national network exclusively available to  high-performing schools.”
(SSAT, 2017)

Top Two Schools
Stockport School is ranked in 2nd place across the whole of Stockport Authority in terms of performance outcomes, and is the best Maintained school.

DfE, 2017)

Top State Funded SchoolsYour school’s results show that you are amongst the top state funded schools in 
England.

(Rt.	Hon	Nick	Gibb,	MP)

The Gap is Closed

Disadvantaged students make more  

progress at Stockport School than 

 the national average for  

Non-Disadvantaged students.

(FFT, 2017)

No Better Performing School

There is no better performing school  

within 75 miles.

(DfE, 2017)



 

We know that not every child has books at 
home and strongly believe that every child 
should own at least one book. The Year 7 
Book Buzz project offers every student a free 
book and students from Y7 and Y8 have been 
involved in fundraising, led by Mrs Cobb, to 
raise the money for this, as well as raising 
awareness of the importance of reading. The 
Book Buzz team managed to persuade a 
number of local businesses to donate some 
fantastic prizes and they held a raffle, various 
cake sales and a number of competitions to 
raise money. The project is ongoing; if you 
would like to donate any books, prizes or 
money, please contact Mrs Cobb. 

We run a number of reading intervention 
activities, including one-to-one reading 
sessions with Teaching Assistants, one-to-one 
and group sessions with specialist teachers 
and one-to-one peer reading sessions (where 
Y7-9 students read with an older mentor from 
Y10 or Y11, or a Y12 or Y13 from Aquinas 
College). Students also read during form time 
and English lessons. 

Here are what some of our current  
Y8 students have said about the 
power of reading:

“Reading helps you to relax, widens your 
vocabulary and gives you a different 
perspective.”

“Books help you to discover things about life 
and the world. They teach you lessons about 
life too.”

“Reading is meant to expand our knowledge. 
The more we read, the more we will know.”

Accelerated Reader – making 
millionaires
We have some enthusiastic new Y7 readers 
with us this year!

Many students are doing very well with their 
reading and making improvements in their 
confidence and comprehension by doing 
more of it. A massive well done to the students 
who have read huge numbers of words this 
year so far…

Students who have read over a 
million words since September:
Kirsten	Ballard	(8G)	was	officially	our	first	
student to reach a million words (in October). 

Also	in	the	millionaire	category:	George	Parker	
(7P),	Siobhan	Toal	(7M),	Reuben	Gee	(7L),	
Ruby	Freeman	(7G),	Georgia	Atkins	(8K),	Evie	
Morford, Erin McKinley, Robert Stanton, Anthony 
Vickers	Jackson	(9G)	and	Esther	Hulley	(9G).		

Students who have read over TWO 
million words since September:
Lucy Adams (7K) was our very first this year! 
Also achieving this impressive total were 
Joshua Murdoch (7P), Aryan Akloo and Ryan 
Bones (7T).

What is AR?
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a resource 
specially designed to support developing 
independent reading. This is used in Years 7-9.
Throughout the year, your son/daughter’s 
reading age will be tested three times. This 
allows us to monitor the progress they are 
making. They are then set a target number of 
points to achieve on AR quizzes.

How can I support AR?
Encouraging your child to read widely, and
independently, for at least 20 minutes a day, is 
one of the best things you can do to support 
their academic progress. What if my child 
prefers nonfiction or is in Y10 or Y11?

A very good website that we subscribe to
with articles about different topics which are
accessible and interesting, but challenging, is
The Day (http://theday.co.uk ). Any yeargroup
can use this website.

Username: Stockport School
Password: theday@stockport

Another useful website for Y9, 10 and 11
students is www.gcsepod.com. This has useful
information and videos about their set texts
for English Literature e.g. Shakespeare plays.
Their English teacher will have given them
information about how to log in.
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We are on a constant mission to improve our students’ life 
chances and know that reading is key to this. We invest a lot of 
time and money in encouraging and supporting students so that 
their reading improves.

Talented Y9 writers become 
published authors!
Well done to our talented Y9 writers who 
have had their writing published in a 
book called Welcome To Wonderland. 
They took part in a Young Writers creative 
writing competition and their writing was 
impressive enough to make it through to 
the final rounds and get published! 

Josh Stevenson Rogers
Macey Connolly
Libby Watson
Olivia Bell
Kyle Johnston
Jamie Potts
Athena Ung
Georgia	Bibby
Lewis Barlow
Dan O’Brien
Jacob Norton

Isobel Cuthbert
Olivia Moorhouse
Ben Baker
Max Everett
Jennifer Nsenga
Cleo Johnson
Georgie	Minto
Emily Reiner
Max White
Chloe Eastwood
Eithen Woods

Reading is to the mind what 
exercise is to the body!

Stockport School is pleased to receive The 
Prince’s Teaching Institute Mark.

The Prince’s Teaching Institute (PTI) launched the Schools 
Programme in 2007 to recognise and reward school departments that 
develop inspirational ideas and activities which enhance the teaching 
of	Art,	English,	Geography,	History,	Latin,	Mathematics,	Modern	
Foreign Languages, Music and Science, regardless of their pupils’ 
backgrounds or abilities. 

It is run as a membership group for school departments that choose 
to commit to increasing the challenge of their subject provision. 

Our Modern Foreign Languages department received the Mark in 
recognition of their progress towards increasing challenge within 
the curriculum, enthusing students through subject-based activities 
beyond the curriculum, developing their staff’s specialist subject 
knowledge, and forging subject-based links outside school in 
2016/17. Well done to our talented and committed MFL teachers!

Prince’s Teaching Institute Mark  Awarded to  Stockport School’s  Languages Department
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ACHIEVEMENT  
EVENING 2017
On Thursday 28th October, we held our Achievement Evening for the  
2016 – 2017 academic year at Stockport Town Hall. On arrival, guests 
were greeted by a stunning exhibition of work by Year 11 GCSE 
Photography students.
We were absolutely delighted that the 
Intergenerational Dementia Choir, a 
collaboration between Stockport School 
students and adults suffering from dementia, 
agreed to open the event. An introduction 
from Mark Perry was followed by three 
beautiful renditions of three emotive songs 
and a poem written and performed by a 
gentleman explaining what it feels like to 
have dementia. We would like to thank them 
for making the occasion so special.

Mr Irwin opened by giving a synopsis of the 
school’s achievements during the previous 
year.
Winners came from different categories: 
Achievement and Progress, Here to Learn 
(100% attendance with no late or behaviour 
points),	Year	11	GCSE	Subject	Awards,	
Overcoming Adversity and  Community 
Awards. There were also 23 Bronze Arts 
Council	awards	and	a	Gold	award	for	
Nathan Kenworthy, Year 9. Finally, following 
the introduction of the new House system, 
Yellow House Captain, Daisy Dean, was 
presented with the House Cup for 2016 – 17.

We were also treated to an outstanding 
musical performance from Nathan 
Kenworthy, an extract from the School 
of Rock and a Year 9 girls’ dance group 
performed City Life.
Head	Boy	and	Head	Girl	2016	–	17	then	
handed over to their 2017 - 2018 successors, 
Dylan Beever and Alex Wilson. 

The evening ended with closing remarks 
from the Headteacher, Ian Irwin. 
Students, staff, parents and guests who 
attended enjoyed a celebratory evening 
in a most prestigious setting and we were 
extremely proud of all the students who 
earned awards and of our performers too.
Mrs N Trbojevic,  Assistant Headteacher
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In December 2017, it was confirmed that we have once again been awarded the prestigious 
Investors in People Award. The Investors in People Award is awarded to organisations that 
meet the world-recognised Investors in People Standards, reflecting the very best in people 
management excellence. The achievement of the reward recognises the significant work 
that goes on in the school to support our wider community of students, staff and other 
stakeholders and to ensure successful outcomes.

The assessor found that, since Stockport School’s last review, “there have been significant 
improvements across the school which have been driven by the commitment and 
dedication of both the leadership team and the staff”.

The assessor also found evidence of the school delivering continuous improvement, 
stating that “across the whole school, from the senior leadership team through the 
managers to the staff, there was a culture of continuous improvement being driven”.

Importantly, the assessor also believes that Stockport School is committed to creating 
sustainable success for its stakeholders: “It was clear during the assessment that 
Stockport School has invested considerable time and effort in ensuring a focus on 
future priorities. People across the organisation were vocal in confirming the school 
was an excellent place to work. This was further reinforced through the employee 
survey results”.

“Overall, people described the school as being a great place to work”.

The terrific results, local and national  
success, and external verification through  
organisations such as Investors in People  
are a great recognition of the amazing  
dedication and commitment to learning  
that our staff and students apply, and the  
ongoing support and investment that we  
receive from parents and from our  
governing body.

Investors in People Award 

Well Done! 
What a Star!

In December, Beth Kelly (Y11) won the Muay 

Thai	–	Golden	Belt	European	Ju
nior	title!
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Stockport School has been awarded 
the British Council’s prestigious 
International School Award in 
recognition of its work to bring the 
world into the classroom.

The International School Award celebrates 
the achievements of schools that do 
exceptional work in international education. 
Fostering an international dimension in 
the curriculum is at the heart of the British 
Council’s work with schools, so that young 
people gain the cultural understanding and 
skills they need for life work in today’s world.
  
Our international work includes working with 
overseas	partners	in	Ghana,	Dubai,	France	
and Spain. Projects have included a Skyped 
music performance with students in Dubai, 
a	penpal	project	with	pupils	in	Ghana	and	
an E-twinning activity with a school in Spain. 

Closer to home, our International Student 
Ambassadors have run a Fair Trade Café and 
delivered assemblies to our feeder primary 
schools, with more international events 
planned for later this year. 

On hearing the news that Stockport School 
had received the award, Sir Ciarán Devane, 
CEO of the British Council, said: ‘The 
school’s fantastic international work has 
rightfully earned it this prestigious award. The 
International School Award is a great chance 
for schools to demonstrate the important 
work they’re doing to bring the world into 
their classrooms. Embedding an international 
dimension in children’s education ensures 
that they are truly global citizens and helps 
prepare them for successful lives and careers 
in an increasingly global economy.’

Mrs R Rongong

We, as a school, are always aware 
that we are only a stepping stone 
in the students’ path towards 
adulthood. 

We passionately believe that part of 
our role is to help students on their 
way to their futures by providing 
excellent teaching, opportunities 
and information. Part of how we do 
that is through our excellent Careers 
Programme.

Stockport School has achieved the national 
Quality in Careers Standard for its careers 
education, information, advice and guidance 
provision.	This	is	awarded	by	Inspiring	IAG	
which is a Licensed Awarding Body for the 
national standard. 

It is a well-deserved achievement that 
recognises the hard work of Mrs Dicken and 
Ms Schofield, in particular, to lead in delivering 
high quality careers education, and that of all 
the staff who are involved. 

We are delighted that they recognise in  
their report that…

“The culture of Stockport School is that of 
aspiration and improving the life chances 
for its students.”

Well done to everyone!

Quality in Careers Standard Award

British Council International School 

Award Success for Stockport School

Food For Thought
Miss Corrigan’s Food department is 
extremely popular with students and offers 
a great deal of extra-curricular time to 
students. They are lucky enough to benefit 
from a variety of trips and visitors, including 
ex-teacher, Mrs Trenell, and ex-student  
(and chef) Daniel Foster.

Students who had taken part in the filming 
of Ratburger last spring enjoyed a special 
viewing of the final production just before 
Christmas. They then got to watch it with their 
proud families at home on Christmas Eve!

Ratburger Premiere!
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Stockport School Students Make Their 
Voice Heard in Parliament!

We first went to Media City on 8th November 
2016, along with two other schools, another 
from Stockport LA and one from Trafford LA. 
The students spent a full day working in mixed 
groups on the following topics and activities: 
•	What	is	Advocacy?
•	 Our	Views	on	advocacy
•	 Question	Time	with	the	Mayor	 
 of Manchester
•	 They	then	took	part	in	writing	things	for	 
 a “wishing tree” and a “worry tree”
•	Wrote	and	drew	their	ideas	of	what	 
 The Advocacy House would be like
•	 Creating	logos	and	adverts	for	their	 
 Advocacy House

All this information was collated by the 
University and the health professionals; this is 
to be presented  to Parliament on 1st March 
2018, highlighting the need for this centre, 
with	the	aim	that	it	be	built	in	the	Greater	
Manchester area.

In January 2018, to celebrate our involvement, 
students were invited to go to London and visit 
the Houses of Parliament. Our local Stockport 
MP, Anne Coffey, met and spoke with our 
students in London and the photo of us is 
in Portcullis House, officially opened by Her 
Majesty the Queen in February 2001, providing 
offices for Members of Parliament and their staff.

The students involved were a credit to the 
school and Lisa Cooper, from NHS England, 
said the following: 

“I just wanted to personally thank you and 
your young people for what has been, over 
the last 2 years, personally and professionally 
for me, one of those brilliant experiences 
I will never forget. The young people have 
all been a real privilege and honour to work 
with.  For me, they have truly demonstrated 
real leadership, passion and commitment 
to an agenda that is not often talked about 
or recognised. I do know that this work will 
make a real difference to how health staff, in 
particular, will think, feel, support and protect 
children and young people in the future. 
Each and every young person was inspiring 
in their thoughts, observations and questions 
throughout the whole day and I felt honoured 
to have been invited and spend time with 
them.  As I said yesterday, I am confident 
that each and every one of them will bring 
about the change in the world that is needed 
and they are all capable of great things. 
Thank you to all of you for your support, 
professionalism and passion for this work 
and for everything you do on a daily basis.”  

Mrs A Clarkson, Mrs A Porter, Mr A Taher and 
Mr D Tipler

We were approached in October 2016 by Mr Robert Kennedy (University of 
Salford) and Professor Andrew Roland (Consultant in Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine), asking for  students in KS3 to take part in a research project with 
The University of Salford and The Department of Health & UK Government. 
The project was to hear “student voices” regarding a proposed “Children’s 
Advocacy Centre”, to be launched in March 2018.

The school only works well if it works for the students. We have regular 
student voice online and paper surveys, focus groups and discussion 
events about a range of topics. Students have their say about what they  
think makes Stockport School special:

•	 “The	teachers	and	other	staff	really	care	about	all	of	us”
•	 “We	learn	new	things	every	day”
•	 “It’s	not	all	about	grades.	There’s	loads	to	do:	sport,	art,	clubs,	 
  trips and that makes school more fun”
•	 “We	are	shown	how	to	be	good	people	so	that	we	will	be	good	adults”

Stockport School Student Voice

35 students and 6 staff set off on July 30th, excited 
by the prospect of this activity-based holiday in the 
South of France. Days and evenings were busy with 
climbing, kayaking, raft building and lots more based 
both in the centre and the 3 days off-site. 

We really couldn’t have asked for better weather this year, with 
temperatures	rising	to	34	degrees	and	sunshine	every	day.	As	long	as	
we had our suncream and water with us, we were fine!
 The awesome 2 day canoe adventure down the stunning Ardeche 
River gorge was as always ‘simply the best’ experience - negotiating 
the rapids and paddling through amazing scenery, rock jumping and 
sleeping under the stars. Finishing off with ice cream was a must.

The following day was more relaxing: off to a Mediterranean beach and 
an evening meal in a beautiful mediaeval town called Aigues Mortes. Film 
and karaoke entertainment on the way back finished the day off well.

July 30th - August 7th 2017

It was, as always, a fab week and it is no wonder that we are booked 
again for next year!
Mrs L O’Brien

Ardeche, South of France
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A small group of year 9 students were invited to take part in designing this year’s Christmas 
card. The five students committed to sessions in the art department every Tuesday after school 
for the month of November, and took complete control of producing the artwork. The idea was 
to have a ‘Christmas Box’ opening at the top with everything festive falling out. As they laid 
out the pieces of artwork, they found it also formed the shape of a Christmas tree. They all 
contributed to the finished design and demonstrated great enthusiasm for the project, taking 
work home to complete in time for the deadline. We have truly talented students in our school 
and here is another example of how they excel within new opportunities; it was a pleasure to 
work with them. 

The five students who contributed were: Megan Chilton, Esther Hulley, Eva Trotter, Abbie 
Williams and Megan Williamson.

Mr C Fletcher
Millie, Kirsty and Lucretia show why 

Stockport School is well-known as a centre 

of creativity!

Mr Warren once again led the 
school effort to provide presents 
for children who would otherwise 
have nothing to open on 
Christmas morning. 

In difficult financial times, we are always 
overwhelmed by the generosity of our 
students, staff and community; people 
donated what they could, whether it was 
money, presents, time or support and we 
were proud to do our bit, in association 
with Key103.

Mission Christmas/ 
Cash For Kids appeal

Science Photography 
House Competition
Year 7 pupils were invited to take photographs during their summer trip to 
Chester Zoo last year and enter them into our science competition. 

To make it extra competitive, Ms Sadleir and Mr Rough made it a house competition! The quality 
of entries was outstanding and it was really difficult to select a winner. 

•	 3rd	Adam	Vickers	Jackson	(Blue	House)
•	 2nd	Amy	Sinclair	(Orange	House)
•	 1st	Caitlyn	Bouckley	(Orange	House).	
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PSV Eindhoven Football  
Development Tour

Race For Life

Some highlights include our U16 girls’ football team who are borough 
champions	(after	beating	Hazel	Grove	High	School	in	a	thrilling	sudden	
death penalty shootout) and the U16 girls’ badminton team who are 
through to representing the borough in the level 3 finals.

Our boys’ teams have taken part in the English Schools’ football 
competition this year and we are part way through the rugby season. 
In 2018, we are looking forward to the borough cross country 
championships, boys’ active, Badminton smash up and much more.   
A new extracurricular timetable has been published, so why not look 
out for some new activities to get involved in?

On Friday 26th May, Stockport School set off on its first 
Football Development Tour to PSV Eindhoven in Holland. 
29 Students from the Y8 and 9 football teams went along 
to participate in some professional coaching at ‘De 
Herdgang’, the world-renowned training facilities of PSV 
Eindhoven. 

They participated in 5 amazing coaching sessions with some of the 
most knowledgeable and forward thinking coaches around and were 
lucky enough to be able to do this in the beautiful sunshine in one of 
the most idyllic training complexes in Europe. 

The students were absolutely fantastic throughout with positive 
compliments wherever we went. The students also enjoyed many other 
activities, including a VIP tour round PSV’s Phillips Stadium, swimming, 
ten pin bowling and a couple of matches against both Dutch and 
English opposition teams which were played in Rotterdam. Both the 
u13s	and	u14s	won	their	matches	against	Dutch	opposition	4-2	and	5-0	
respectively,	although	both	lost	2-0	in	their	other	games	(this	was	after	4	
hours of football previously that day though!). 

The standard of football was incredibly high throughout the tour 
and the improvement made by all students was massive, with some 
exceptional football being played. Now we are putting all the hard work 
and practice into school competitions and are hoping to bring home 
some silverware next year! Well done to all students involved; you were 
a credit to yourselves and the school.
Mr J Marchant

PE News!
As a busy first term comes to an end, we have had a full term as 
regards extra-curricular clubs and fixtures for our boys and girls. 
Our sports leaders have been busy bringing their love of sport to 
younger students and taking part in their own fixtures and events.

Mrs Howarth and her Race For Life team sprung into 
action again in the summer to raise money for and 
awareness of cancer. Many people signed up to run, walk, 
donate clothing, bake, support or help with the event and 
we had our traditional balloon release (including time to 
think about personal connections to cancer).  

Mrs Howarth said, “I am truly moved by all the help and support my 
colleagues have given me in putting on this year’s Race For Life, from 
doing letters, bringing in cakes, helping on the day, taking part and 
tidying away etc.

The event went well and we are looking to combine it with a summer 
fair next year to make it an even grander affair.  We may need some sort 
of committee to help get this set up so I will be asking for volunteers 
next year to get involved.”
 
Look out for the next Race For Life event and feel free to take part, 
attend or otherwise get involved. Thank you so much to every student, 
parent and other helpers who did so. Events like this strengthen our 
community and, of course, it is for an excellent cause.

July saw us blessed with amazing weather and incredible team sprit for our 

house-themed Sports Day. Students sat in houses, wearing house colours 

and cheering their representatives on in each race and event. Mrs Howarth 

and her team of organisers did an excellent job and there were some new 

records set by proud athletes.

Sports Day in the Sun:  
Team Sprit
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Term Overview from House Captains 
Daisy and Sam 
“We are proud of how much Yellow House achieved last year.   
It was an honour to serve as House Captains last year knowing that 
we ended the year as champions.  This year, we hand over our House 
Captain role to Matthew Howe, Angel Spence, Grace Hollingsworth and 
Max Davidson.  We know they will do a fantastic job.”

Final Thoughts from Heads of Yellow House
“We are proud of the achievement of all in Yellow House.  Every 
one of our students contributed to the overall success of last 
year.  We know that our students are proud of their House and are 
even more passionate to end 2018 defending our title as House 
Cup Champions”

Students have contributed in a variety of ways to support Yellow 
House and Wish Upon a Star. These vary from buying raffle tickets, 
making and selling cake to sponsored head-shaving!

When You Wish Upon a Star

After a successful year of fundraising for our chosen charity, Yellow 
House has raised £574.31 for Wish Upon a Star. Congratulations 
to all involved. Ruth Jagger, the local representative for the charity, 
received the cheque and shared how the money will be spent 
on giving children with life-limiting conditions an experience to 
remember.

House Champions 2017

Yellow House News

Yellow House Contributions
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Stockport School is proud of its position in the community and 
aims to be an inclusive and supportive part of our local area.

We held our first Community Awards Evening in July and celebrated all of the activities that our 
students do in the local and school community to make where we live and work a better place, 
as well as students who have overcome adversity, acted as young carers, supported others in 
need or helped raise money for charity.

Families, local residents, students and staff gathered together to reward and show our 
appreciation for the people who make our community the great place that it is through what they 
do. It was a fantastic evening and more than one parent was heard to say that it reminded them 
of why they chose Stockport School for their child. We were also treated to a performance from 
the Dementia Choir.

Well done to all students who were nominated for awards! 

July 2017 Saw Stockport School Host Our 
First Charity Carnival 
As part of the culture of the new House system, we are 
encouraging our students to raise funds for a variety of charities.  
These charities chosen by our students include Wish Upon a Star, 
Stockport Foodbank, Francis House Children’s Hospice, Educate 
(Dementia awareness group) and Papyrus (prevention of young 
suicide). Our students have been taking part in a variety of fund 
raising activities culminating in the end of year carnival. 

Staff from across the departments hosted events that students could spend the afternoon taking 
part in. This included a hair and beauty salon, football matches, arts and crafts, movie rooms, 
karaoke, golf pitching, jewellery making, a chill out room, online games room, tennis, chess, 
dodgeball and more! 

Each student contributed £1 for the charity fundraiser which has then been divided up between 
the five chosen charities. 

Whilst the weather was blighted by torrential downpour (the students playing football were 
soaked!), the carnival was a fantastic success.  

All the students caught the spirit of the event and helped to create a real buzzing atmosphere 
across the site!  Due to the overwhelming success of the carnival, staff and students alike are 
looking forward to making Carnival 2018 bigger and better!   

2017

Community Awards Evening



One of our students, Tyler Duckworth, felt so 
strongly about the terrorist activity in Manchester 
and London last year that he decided that he had 
to do something to raise funds for the victims and 
their families. 

He did a sponsored bike ride to Manchester (scenic route), along with 
several staff, to do this.  Mrs Walker, Mr Williamson, Mr and Mrs Warren 
and Daniel Mason accompanied Tyler and they raised over £300 for their 
30k! Tyler then held a thank you lunch, that he cooked himself, for the 
staff who had supported him. Well done to Team Tyler!

To celebrate European Day of Languages on the 
26th September, the Modern Foreign Language 
department and its Language Leaders hosted a 
week of fundraising activities, culminating in a 
quiz at the end of the week. 

The	week	kicked	off	with	the	Great	Euro	Bake	Off.	The	competition	
was	tough	but	the	prize	for	best	bake	went	to	Gracie	Barber	(7KL).	All	
the cakes were then sold to raise money for charity. Due to popular 
demand, pupils enjoyed two days of Euro Tucker Trials. Brave pupils 
donated money to the charity fund to try out delicacies from around the 
world. Some were delicious; some were not! By the end of the week, 
pupils had raised over £100, which was won by our quiz winning team 
from Yellow House.

Language Futures
Do you know anyone who speaks Japanese, Korean, Russian or 
Greek?		We	are	looking	for	volunteers	who	would	be	able	to	help	
support our pupils to develop their language skills.  At the end of last 
year, over 30 pupils applied to join the Language Futures project. 
Pupils were able to choose any language they wish to learn and we 
now have a strong group of multi-linguals. We know the group will grow 
once we open applications to the current year 7s this spring so, if you 
know anyone able to volunteer, please contact Mrs Robinson by email: 
c.robinson@stockport.stockport.sch.uk

Language Club
During the autumn term, pupils used their knowledge of European 
landmarks and their engineering skills to make marshmallow 
landmarks. Language club is open to all pupils and we meet each 
Thursday lunch time in room 153. 

European Week of Languages
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Team Tyler Triumph!



The choir performed songs that they had been busy rehearsing which 
included Moon River, We Shall Overcome, Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow and Senwa de Dende. Jake Oliver sang a beautiful opening to 
Moon River and was later joined by two gentlemen living with Dementia 
before the whole choir joined in. Mr Williamson and Jake Oliver both 
spoke brilliantly proudly about the importance of the Dementia Friends 
work at Stockport School and the impact that the choir is having in front 
of a large audience. 

Robyn Payne-Cooper, Erin O’Sullivan, Mace Maynard and Masie Dodd 
choreographed their own dance to the song ‘The Twist’ and helped 
lead the whole theatre to get up and dance in the aisles to end the 
show. The students and staff were all excellent role models for the 
school and helped, along with all the inspirational people living with 
Dementia, to get across the message that Dementia is not a debilitating 
disease but rather a condition that many people live with positively. 

Stockport’s Intergenerational Choir Performance 
at the Stockport School Community Awards 
Celebration Evening 
The all new Stockport Intergenerational Choir involving students from 
Stockport School and people living with Dementia were delighted to 
perform at the Stockport School Community Celebration Evening.  
Following the success at the Plaza, the choir joined forces again to 
perform at the awards evening held at Stockport School. The students 
from Stockport School were delighted to also receive a community 
award for their work within the community. 

The choir are continuing to thrive and grow in numbers. November saw 
ten more Stockport School students join the choir and more adults 
from Stockport living with Dementia taking part. We also performed a 
variety of Christmas carols at The Meadows Community Hospital and 
The Wellspring Centre for the homeless� in December to help bring in 
the Christmas cheer!
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Stockport’s Intergenerational  
Choir performance at the Plaza  
‘Doing Dementia Differently’ Event 
On Tuesday 20th June 2017, Stockport School proudly took part in the ‘Doing Dementia Differently 
Event’. This is an annual event held at Stockport Plaza that uses the performing arts to celebrate 
the achievements of people living with Dementia. This year’s highlight involved seeing students 
of Stockport School join people with dementia from EDUCATE on stage. This was the first public 
performance for this new Stockport-based intergenerational choir. Along with a mix of poetry, film 
and drama, students also helped to lead a surprise dance at the end of the event. 



STOCKPORT SCHOOL’S
 GOT TALENT!
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These talented acts entertained a packed audience to battle it out for 
the top three student acts and most popular staff act. Our very own 
judges	-		Mr	Hinton,	Mr	Wells,	Ms	Gee	and	Mrs	Hall	-	were	there	to	offer	
their words of wisdom.  

However, the biggest judge of them all was actually the audience. Each 
audience member was given a voting card at the beginning of the 
show and chose their favourite act. The voting cards were all added up 
whilst the staff band entertained the audience with two 80’s classics – 
Living on a Prayer and Eye of the Tiger. Also during this time our very 
own	Honey	G	in	the	form	of	Miss	Scholes	performed	(back	by	popular	
demand from the Staff Panto). 

Once the audience votes were carefully counted, it was announced 
that Elise Campbell in year 7 had one 1st place with her stunning 
performance of ‘Missed’ by Ella Henderson, the year 7 Rock Band – 
Jack	Hollingworth,	Alfie	Horrocks,	Louis	Light,	Evan	Griffiths-Janvier	
and Jack Turner had won 2nd place with their version of Sweet Child of 
Mine and Nina Young in year 9 had won third place with her beautiful 
rendition of Space Oddity by David Bowie. 

It was incredibly difficult to decide among the highly talented staff 
acts, but those to be crowned winning staff act of 2017 were the ABBA 
tribute act made up of Mr Hinton, Mr Wells, Mrs Hall and Miss Hatton. A 
big thank you to all who auditioned and to the twenty-one students. We 
really do have talent at this school! 

Mrs R Didcote

GOT TALENT!
On Monday 10th July, Stockport School held its very first Stockport School’s Got Talent 
show. A large number of both students and staff auditioned throughout the first week of 
July. After reviewing a huge amount of audition footage, Mr Robinson and Mrs Didcote 
selected twenty-one talented acts to go through to the live final on 10th July. 



Music Department summer highlights:
•	 Dementia	Choir	Performance	at	the	Plaza	in	Stockport	–	Part	of	the	 
 ‘Doing Dementia Differently’ evening 
•	 Performing	at	Great	Moor	Infants	Music	Festival	
•	 Dementia	Choir	Performance	at	the	Community	Awards	Evening	 
 (they also won an award)
•	 Stockport	School’s	Got	Talent	

Music Department autumn/ winter highlights:
•	 School	of	Rock
•	 Performing	at	Achievement	Evening
•	 Dementia	Choir	performances
•	 Christmas	Concert
•	 Busking
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Each class then nominates a representative and the all of Y8 attend the 
competition in the Main Hall where each class shows their presentation 
to an audience of their peers, staff and judges. There is a prize for the 
best presentation as nominated by students and then another prize and 
feedback from the judges.

The topics are always wide and varied;  
this year, they were:

•	 Mrs	Swift’s	group:	Animal	Cruelty
•	 Miss	Ormerod’s	group:	Racism
•	 Mrs	Beckett’s	group:	Cystic	Fibrosis
•	 Miss	Hatton’s	group:	Elephant	Hunting	and	Hunting	
•	 Mrs	Harris’s	group:	The	Positives	of	Immigration	
•	 Miss	Burlace’s	group:	Why	solitary	confinement	in	prison	 
 should be banned 
•	 Mrs	Small’s	group:	Racism	
•	 Ms	Cawthorne’s/	Mrs	Barber’s	group:	Cerebral	Palsy	

The winning group was Mrs Cobb’s group, with their presentation on 
Negative Stereotypes.

We are always proud of our students’ passion for their topics, the 
respect with which they listen to each other and the support and 
applause that they offer to each group. Watch out for more interesting 
topics next summer!

As part of our goal to support students 
with becoming confident and articulate 
young adults, we are proud of our focus 
on speaking and presenting in our 
curriculum.The English Department 
holds an annual competition where 
each Y8 student produces an individual, 
paired or group presentation on a topic 
of their choice. They have to research, 
prepare and present that presentation to 
their English class. 

Musical Highlights 2017

Speaking and Listening 
Competition
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Quality Mark

N.B REMEMBER to bear in mind that Orange 
house has only 2 year groups and that the 
higher the year group, the longer they have 
had to collect VIVOS. 

This is a Fantastic effort all round  -  Many 
Congratulations!!!

Don’t just think outside of the box
Why not think like there is no box?

T: 0161 477 6645  
E: hello@paragonprinting.co.uk  
W: www.paragonprinting.co.uk

The Power of Marketing Through the Effective Use of Print

Welcome to the team behind 
Paragon! Some of these guys have 
worked with us for over 20 years and 
collectively we have over 180 years 
service. Each member has become 
vital to the smooth operation of  
the company and we are here to 
support you.

Our team are on hand to provide a 
complete design and print service.  
Our existing client base is varied which 
means we have plenty of experience  
of working with many industries,  
ensuring we meet your bespoke needs.

•	Brochures
•	Folders
•	Leaflets
•	Data	Sheets
•	Posters
•	Newsletters
•	Calendars
•	Bespoke	Direct	Mail
•	Business	Stationery	Sets
•	Signage
•	Exhibition	Display	Stands
•	Customised	Pens 
	 Mugs	and	Bags


